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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To attain ease of characters and lines on dots by providing a 
contrast of a prescribed level or over to a character with respect to a 
surrounding picture element of a character in a character area or 
converting the surrounding picture element into a white level picture 
el ement . 

CONSTITUTION: A dot/character area separation section 2 consists of a 
differentiating processing section 11, a binarizing processing section 12 
and a count processing section 13 and the smoothing processing as the 
pre-processing is applied by a smoothing processing section 1. Moreover, 
the differentiating processing section 11 and the binarizing processing 
section 12 use a smoothing picture signal to detect the edge picture 
element. Then the dot area and the character area are separated and the 
processing to eliminate moire is applied to the dot area and the processing 
making the character and line sharp to the character area and giving 
contrast with respect to the surrounding or converting the surrounding into 
a white level are applied adaptively. Thus, not only a character (line) on 
the white background but also the character (line) on dots are seen easily. 
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